Bobtalil

Bobtails get their name from their short, "
stubby tails that bear a remarkable 7
resemblance to the shape of their ,
heads. This is a natural defence . \
system, designed to confuse - -
predators. The tail also stores <!
fat, allowing the animals to go

for many months without food if
necessary.

Lunch time

Bobtails eat a wide variety of plants and insects,
but prefer mostly plant matter. They are slow-
moving creatures so require slow-moving meals!
They have love for flowers, gorging themselves
when they have the opportunity. Strong jaws
allow them to crush snail shells and beetles
easily. If you’ve ever been bitten by a bobtail
you could testify to that too, as it is hard to get
them to let go when they do!

That iconic image of a blue tongue is what endears many
people to the bobtail and its cousins, but in the wild, they
use it to frighten off predators. Turning their heads towards
a threat, they open their mouths wide and stick out their
big blue tongues to scare. They will also hiss and flatten
themselves out to appear bigger. The tongue is also used
to ‘smell’ the air, as the bobtails smell sensors are on the
roof of their mouths!




